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SUBJECT: WALTER MARSHALL LEAVES ENERGY DEPARTMENT 

1 . UNCLASSIEIED. THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY ANNOUNCED 
JUNE 27 THAT DR. WALTER MARSHALL, CHIEE SCIENTIST SINCE 
DEC 1975 ON A PART-TIME BASIS, HAS BEEN ASKED BY SEC 
STATE BENN TO RESUME FULL-TIME WORK (PRESUMABLY AS DEP 
CHAIRMAN) IN THE UK ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. BENN'S REQUEST WAS MADE "IN VIEW OF THE IM- 
PORTANT DECISIONS CONCERNING NUCLEAR POLICY THAT WILL 
NEED TO BE TAKEN IN THE NEAR FUTURE AND THE SIGNIFICANT 
ROLE OF THE ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY IN THIS AREA". 
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2. PRESS COMMENT NOTED THAT BENN "SACKED" MARSHALL, ONE 
OF HIS CLOSEST ADVISERS, BECAUSE RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
TWO MEN HAVE DETERIORATED BADLY OVER THE PAST YEAR, 
MAINLY AS A RESULT OF BENN'S REFUSAL TO TAKE DECISIONS 
ON THE EUTURE OE BRITAIN'S NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAM. 
MARSHALL IS SAID TO HAVE BEEN INCREASINGLY CRITICAL OF 
BENN'S RELUCTANCE TO ACCEPT BRITAIN'S LONGTERM ENERGY 
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SITUATION COULD BE SECURED ONLY BY MAKING MAJOR 
DECISIONS CURRENTLY. ALTHOUGH MARSHALL HAD BEEN IN- 
STRUMENTAL IN BUILDING A SUBSTANTIAL ENERGY DEPARTMENT 
RESEARCH EFFORT IN NON-NUCLEAR RESEARCH (ABOUT $40 
MILLION ANNUALLY) SINCE 1974, IT HAS BECOME INCREASINGLY 
APPARENT TO HIM THAT "RENEWABLE" ENERGY ALTERNATIVES 
CAN ONLY MAKE A SMALL CONTRIBUTION TO THE UK'S ENERGY 
NEEDS IN THE DISTANT FUTURE AND AT A HIGH PRICE. 

3. UKAEA CHAIRMAN SIR JOHN HILL COMMENTED THAT HE WOULD 
BE VERY RELIEVED TO HAVE THE FULL-TIME ASSISTANCE OF 

DR. MARSHALL, WHO "WE HAVE NOT SEEN VERY MUCH OF FOR A 
COUPLE OF YEARS NOW '. UNTIL A SUCCESSOR IS APPOINTED 
AS CHIEF SCIENTIST, MARSHALL WILL CONTINUE AS CHAIRMAN 
OF THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
(ACORD) AND THE OFFSHORE ENERGY TECHNOLOGY BOARD (OETB), 
END UNCLASSIFIED. 

4. BEGIN LOU. COMMENT: MARSHALL'S DEPARTURE FROM 
ENERGY DEPARTMENT COMES AS NO GREAT SURPRISE. HE HAS 
MADE WELL-KNOWN HIS DISTASTE FOR WHAT HE CONSIDERS 
BENN'S FOOT-DRAGGING ON CONTROVERSIAL POLICY DECISIONS, 
PARTICULARLY AS REGARDS THE BRITISH NUCLEAR PROGRAM. 
GIVEN MARSHALL'S PRESENT FRAME OF MIND, IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT HE MAY DECIDE TO LEAVE GOVERNMENT SERVICE ALTO- 
GETHER WITHIN THE NEAR FUTURE. END LOU. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 LONDON 1 0704 28 1 7 1 2Z 


BREWSTER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONNEL MOVEMENTS, PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 28-Jun-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LONDON10704 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770231-0136 

Format: TEL 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linki 977/newtext/t1 977061 1/aaaaajjs. tel 

Line Count: 96 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 76179e73-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14-Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2011191 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WALTER MARSHALL LEAVES ENERGY DEPARTMENT 
TAGS: ENRG, UK, (MARSHALL, WALTER) 

To: STATE USEEC MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/761 79e73-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassifled/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



